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Sofia city, on the corner of „Tsar Simeon“ Str. and „Zografski Manastir“ Str.
Offices, Shops and Apartaments for sale - in the heart of the sity.

1407 Sofia, Lozenetz, 20-22 „Zlaten rog“ Str.
Tel: +359 2 9622121; Fax: +359 2 9625500
www.orvitex.com

1000 EUR
реклама
корица

1000 EUR
реклама
фолио
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Списание
BEACON TO BULGARIA

Периодичност
Тримесечно списание на английски език за добрия PR на България.

Спецификации
Формат: 21х28.5 см (обрязан), 21.5х29.5 (необрязан)
Обем: 68 страници + корица
Печат:
тяло - цветност 4+4 (пълноцветен), хартия 130 г/м2 гланц
корица - цветност 4+4, картон 250 г/м2, мат ламинат
Тираж: 5000 бр.

Дистрибуция
Списанието се предоставя безплатно на:

Българските дипломатически мисии в чужбина
със съдействието на Министерство на външните работи.
Културно-информационните центрове в чужбина към Министерство на културата.
Всички посолства на територията на България. 
Фирми със значимо присъствие в икономиката на страната. 
Туристически агенции с представителства в страната и чужбина. 
Хотели в България.
Агенции за недвижими имоти.
Народното събрание – ръководство и парламентарни групи. 
Министерски съвет и всички министерства. 
Българските евродепутати.

Издател
No Comment Group  (А ЕДНО ЕООД, ГЛИФ ООД)
София 1202, ул. Цар Симеон 120
тел: 02. 4390160, 8317110
e-mail: beacon2bg@gmail.com
skype: nocommentgroup
bbg.nocommentgroup.eu



Mountain resorts

BANSKO
A NEW DESTINATION FOR 
THE GLOBAL SKI ELITE
In February 2008 Bansko hosted a round of the 
Alpine Ski World Cup and gathered world’s top 
female skiers. This winter resort is not only the 
favourite place of many Bulgarian and foreign 
tourists, but is also increasingly being preferred 
by snow sport stars such as Janica Kostelić, Kjetil 
André Aamodt and Marc Girardelli who are frequent 
guests during the winter season. Bansko offers 70 
kilometers of ski runs, winter fun park, ice skating 
rink, ski run track, biathlon shooting range and 
options for extreme winter sports.

www.banskoski.com

Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet, 
consectetur 
adipiscing elit. 
Nullam 
pretium 
sollicitudin 
ante, sed 
ullamcorper 
urna bibendum 
vel. Sed eget 
leo vitae orci 
adipiscing 
gravida at eu 
eros.

SPA centres

VELINGRAD
WEALTH FROM THE BOWELS 
OF THE EARTH
Velingrad is one of Bulgaria’s sunniest towns. It 
has nice weather for 270 days a year, which is an 
irreplaceable addition to its most precious advantage 
– the mineral springs. There are almost 80 of them 
in the region and the temperature of the water varies 
from 26ºC to 98ºC. In terms of abundance and 
variety of mineral springs Velingrad ranks first in 
Bulgaria. Velingrad’s water cures many different 
illnesses: from gynecological and gastro-intestinal 
problems to lung, kidney and liver disorders as well 
as ailments of the joints. However, you don’t have to 
require health procedures to visit the town. You can 
simply take one of the relaxation programmes offered 

www.velingrad.com
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LES FLEURS HOTEL
21 Vitosha Blvd., 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria
tel: + 359 2 8100800 • fax: +359 2 8100801
e-mail: office@lesfleurshotel.com 
For reservations:reservation@lesfleurshotel.com

Boutique Hotel Les Fleurs is completely SMOKE-
FREE in all guestrooms. Situated in the heart of Sofia’s 
main shopping, business and historical attractions, it is 
only 20 minutes away from Sofia's airport by car. The 
hotel features exquisite decor, intuitive service and an 
extraordinary blend of luxury and convenience in style 
with its floral surroundings.

108 Aldomirovska Str.,
1330 Sofia, Bulgaria
tel: +359 88 7810088
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ALEXANDER MANUILOFF

You may have heard that Bulgaria makes good 
wines. You might even know about Decanter’s 
bronze and silver medals awarded to local 
producers as well as about the 40 prizes and 
diplomas from the last London Wine Fair they 
collected. But which wines? From which regions? 
And which producers? What to look for on the 
crowded shelves in big department stores so 
that we may enjoy our stay in the country a bit 
more?

Bulgarian wines: 
COUPAGE 
BETWEEN 
TRADITION AND 
NEW WORLD’S 
KNOW-HOW

The history of winemaking on the ter-
ritory of present-day Bulgaria can be traced back to 
ancient Thracians. Greek authors said Thracians pro-
duced divine wines to worship their god Dionysus. 
However, the years of the communist regime have 
had very unfavourable impact on the industry. 

Their legacy can still be observed at the shops 
today: there are some wineries that win international 
awards, but flood the local department stores with 
wines that obviously have no qualities to impress 
anybody. Indeed, is there a wine lover who would 
believe that a top-notch Mavrud or Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, vintage 1999, may be obtained for less than 
3 euro a bottle? Even in Bulgaria, where prices of 
almost all products are significantly lower than that 
in other EU member-states, no wonders of this kind 
can take place.

As it turns out, the abundance of labels on 
the market poses more questions rather than provides 
answers, while on internet you can usually find more 
advertising than real advice. That is why, especially 
for you, Beacon decided to seek the professional 
opinion of those few experts who have dedicated 
their lives to wine tasting. We found them in Vinopo -
lis - a wine store located at a walking distance from 
the Presidency of the Republic of Bulgaria in the old 
Jewish neighborhood, on 8 Bacho Kiro Str. What 
made us choose the shop was not only its location, 
but rather the disarming frankness of its owner, Mr. 
Ilia Gradanski.

What made 
us choose 
the shop was 
not only its 
location, but 
rather the 
disarming 
frankness 
of its owner, 
Mr. Ilia 
Gradanski.

Mr. Gradanski, who was one of the 
sommeliers in the selection committee of the Bul-
garian Wine of the 2008 Awards, is not ashamed 
to admit that the hall of Bulgarian wines at his 
store (in fact much smaller than these for French 
and Spanish ones) contains products that have been 
placed on the shelves with certain compromise. 
When we asked for particular recommendations he 
didn’t point to the bottles priced 60 euro or higher, 
but told us the stories of some new and unknown 
wineries that still ask around 6 euro for a bottle of 
their wines.
   
Bulgarian sommeliers at the Wine of the Year 
competition selected the top 20 brands, while an 
international committee, presided over by the leg-
endary wine expert Steven Spurrier, named the first 
ten wines among them.
 
The winner among white wines was the Chateau 
de Val’s Cuvee. Chateau de Val is a new winery 
located in Northwestern Bulgaria which produces its 
wines ecologically and they have almost no sulfites. 

myself their vines. They have been cultivated by the 
French company Mercier – the Rolls-Royse of this 
industry - while the winemaking process have been 
also supervised by a French enologist and the French 
quality can easily be discerned. In a blind tasting you 
can’t tell them apart from their French counterparts. 
I recommend their Chardonnay, while the Gevurz-
traminer they produce could easily be mistaken for 
an Alsace wine.”
         
 As it turns out, the sector of white wines is develop -
ing, but as a rule Bulgaria has always been better at 
the reds.

The Wine of the Year competition listed 
in top ten several coupage wines of the Terra Tangra 
winery. Santa Sarah cellars is also one the leaders 
and its  Santa Sarah Privat was the absolute win-
ner of the year. High recognition received Maxxima 
Private Reserve of Maxxima Cellars; Vinissimo of 

“Their Cabernet is good,” Mr. Gradanski points out. 
“But the problem with this winery is that they don’t 
add conservation additives and in some bottles the 
wine could be perfect while in other it may happen to 
be not that good.”
     
According to Mr. Gradanski the list of Bulgaria’s 
good whites should include also wine growers that 
still have not won any awards and market their 
products for the first time – this is Medi Valley 
cellars with its Chardonnay and Traminer. “What is 
interesting about this producer is that the enologist is 
a very young man who used to work for a prestigious 
winery in California and has obviously brought with 
himself a lot of know-how.”
   
The other surprise on the market are the four white 
varieties offered by Rozova Dolina cellars: Muskat-
Ottonel, the typical Bulgarian Karlovski Misket, 
Gevurztraminer and Chardonnay. “In spite of the 
image of the winery (not that good until recently) - 
Mr. Gradanski continues – I decided to go and see 

Bulgarian wines: 
COUPAGE 
BETWEEN 
TRADITION AND 
NEW WORLD’S 
KNOW-HOW

Rachev&Son as well as Elenovo winery’s Solitaire 
Merlot. Katarzyna also excelled with its Question 
Mark coupage.

Almost all wines in Bulgaria’s top ten were coupage 
wines, almost all were from the Thracian valley and 
the year 2006 was the most frequent vintage among 
the winners.

However, there have been certain surprises since 
the end of the competition and they come from the 
Medi Valley winery, which apart from its good-value 
whites produces also Merlot and Cabernet. “I can 
easily confuse their Cabernet for some of its competi-
tors coming from the New World – I mean Chile and 
Argentina,” Mr. Gradanski points out. Medi Valley’s 
vineyard is located close to one of the most impres-
sive and ancient monasteries in Bulgaria – the Rila 
Monastery. The winery focus on terroir wines and 
makes wine from four-year-old vines.
   
Those who are interested in exotic varieties should 
look for the unique Mavrud and Gamza wines. Ac -
cording to Mr. Gradanski, the best Mavrud that has 
been produced in the last several years is Zagreus’s 
Vinica. In the winemaking process the winery uses 
the Italian technology Amarone which requires the 
grapes to be dried outdoors for two to three months 
and thus the drink gets fuller body and even more 
alcohol, if you wish.
 
Ilia Gradanski believes that one of the best Gamzas 
is Borovica - a product of a small winery in North-
western Bulgaria, located close to the breathtak-

ing natural canyon Belogradchishki Skali. The 
enologist Ognayn Tzvetanov has selected only 700 
bottles, but the wine has incredible balance and 
deserves praise, Mr. Gradanski thinks.

Close to Belogradchik is also 
the Magurata Cave that was inhabited by people 
yet from the beginning of the Stone Age. Today, 
apart from being a site of tourist interest, it is the 
production environment for the only one Bulgarian 
natural sparkling wine. These sparkling wines are 
marketed under the brand name of Magura.
              
Of course, people have different tastes for wine but 
it is difficult to find a wine trader who knows the 
value of the good free counselling. “What we are 
targeting is to offer valuable advice to people who 
may need it. We want customers to keep coming 
back to our shop after they buy once. We want 
them to have good value for their money. That’s 
the secret of how to survive on the difficult wine 
market.” ●

WILD 
FREEDOM, 
ONE STEP 
AWAY 
FROM THE 
CIVILIZATION
ANDREY ASPARUHOV

Bulgaria has enough mountains for tens of 
resorts. Instead of them you could find amazing 
nature that makes its winter centres even 
more welcoming. The characteristic and almost 
unique variety that Bulgaria has is extremely 
suitable also for one of the most freedom-
loving winter sports – snowboarding. Here 
you wouldn't need helicopters, you wouldn't 
need to climb on foot and neither you would 
need to take risks of avalanche on dangerous 
slopes to feel snowboarding  in its full diversity. 
Open slopes covered with virgin snow, forest 
paths and fantastic meadows, narrow glades, 
fun parks and of course processed ski runs wait 
for you only one step away from the city (and 
sometimes in its heart). Of course if you prefer 
you could easily get away from the civilization 
and for several days to feel as if in a different 
world. 

Flight over 
night Sofia
If you have the chance to travel to Bulgaria in winter 
and you have a short stay in the capital, then you 
would probably would feel sorry as soon as you 
arrive, if your snowboard equipment is not in your 
luggage. 

Vitosha is a 2290 m above sea level elevation moun-
tain. Its snow-covered peaks would be the first thing 
that you'll see when you arrive at the airport late in 
the evening. As if it's one hand away you'll see the 
lights on the ski run „Vitoshko lale“. Before you even 
get to the hotel in the central part of the city, you'll 
see the jump and rails of the snow fun park. That's 
right – in the heart of the city. It would be enough to 
have one or two hours spare time and you would be 
able to tell that you had been snowboarding in the 
heart of the capital. 

For sure, though, you wouldn’t miss night snowboard-
ing on Vitosha. The lights of the ski run which is 
1600 m long and denivelation of 250 m are only 20 
km away. The only condition you have to comply with 
is your engagements to be finished until 5,30 p.m. 
and to have a car at your disposal. Then there’s snow, 
starlit sky and the lights of the million city in front of 
you. Even if the stars aren’t clear, the three and a half 
hours (from 6,30 p.m. until 10,00 p.m.) snowboard-
ing, accompanied by the sounds of nice music, would 
make an escape for you from a stressful day.

Also enchanted by Vitosha would be the lovers of 
extreme snowboarding out of the ski runs and on 
technically difficult slopes. Travelling with the two 
person chairlift “Bai Krastio” is like a leap back in 
time. The line links one of the last residential areas 
of Sofia - Dragalevtsi with peak Goli vrah, mount-
ing up until 1818 m above sea level elevation. From 
there down, to the intermediary lift station at 1370 m 
above sea level elevation, there is a trail that has its 
fans among the most fanatic snowboarders and ski-
ers. The glade of the lift, meadows with virgin snow 
and the narrow forest path would take the maximum 
of your skills and abilities.

The desire to feel the luxuries of the ski areas or on 
a winter holiday will take you far away from Sofia - 
most probably to one of the three big winter resorts 
- Borovets, Bansko or Pamporovo. The ski season 
starts in December and ends in April at all three 
places, and if needed the snow coverage is main-
tained by machinery and equipment for artificial 
snow. 

The peak 
and the 
freedom
„Land like a human’s palm” has written in one of his 
poems Georgi Dzhagarov-a Bulgarian poet. Look at 
the map of Bulgaria and climb the highest ski zone 
in Borovets - Markudzik. Now you would probably 
understand  the poet’s words better. There in front of 
you are the lowlands of Trakia, behind them – The 
Balkans  that split Bulgaria in two parts and some-
where beyond the horizon reach the Black sea, at 
your left - Vitosha itself and behind you - Musala, 
the highest peak on the Balkan Peninsula  (2925 m). 
Borovets is located at 1300 m above sea level on the 
slopes of Rila mountain, only 70 km away from So -

PIRIN GOLF CLUB
Razlog Municipality

250 EUR  
за участие в рубриката „Туризъм“
1/2 страница

200 EUR 
за участие в рубриката „Хотели“
1/4 страница

150 EUR 
за участие в рубриката „Справочник“
визитка

400 EUR 
за представяне на фирма
на 4 поредни страници

300 EUR
за представяне на фирма
на 2 поредни страници

500 EUR
реклама
една (1) страница

Ц
ЕН

И
 З

А
 Р

ЕК
Л

А
М

А
 (Б

ЕЗ
 В

КЛ
Ю

ЧЕ
Н

О
 Д

Д
С)


